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To fulfill the requirements of my junior year Christian Service requirement I volunteered 40 hours with the World Missions EXTENSION Center over my Spring Break. World Missions is a non-profit organization. Our first assignment was to prepare for the April 18th annual Community Health Fair rally and Community Block Party.  The purpose of the Community Block Party  rally was to encourage people to take care of their health needs while introducing people needing health care opportunity to sign up for free health screenings. We swept up rocks from the sidewalk and yard, which had rocks covering  the yard, a project a previous volunteer group had taken on. Though, the rocks added to the appearance of the yard, there were too many put down in the yard, and the children and teenagers who come to the EXTENSION center were throwing the rocks at cars and each other. To solve such problem we replaced the rocks with mulch .This project took up most of the day and was made even harder by the lack of a dust pan as well as effective brooms, but in the end we were able to spread the bags of mulch around the center covering the majority of the rocks and ended up sweeping up the rocks using a shovel as a dust pan. Once we finished, we played basketball with the kids and teenagers who were at the center. In preparing for the Community Health Meet and Greet Rally, there were lots of fixing up assignments to take on in preparation for the rally which was about two days away. 


We also went with Dr. Perkins to the  Giant to pick up food and water for the rally,  which consisted of several boxes of hot dogs, hot dog buns, and water. After, putting all the food away we swept and moped throughout the center and helped organize and clean up the rooms for the group of students who would be spending the week-end at the EXTENSION. For as one of the functions of World Missions is hosting mission groups. And on this particular week-end students from the University of Maryland were scheduled to come and be at the center.. The group of college students stayed overnight to help out at the rally, which also included them  visiting the Juvenile Prison in Washington, D.C. We stayed to welcome the Maryland students and sat in on the orientation led by one of the chaplains from the prison, which was interesting. 


On Sunday we attended  World Missions Church service where the University of Maryland students officiated.  One student shared his experience with his brother about his relationship with his younger brother who had gotten into trouble and as to how he and his brother had gotten into an heated argument which ended with him saying  really hurtful things to his brother which he felt had place strain upon their relationship, but as time has a way of working things out, they are working towards moving forward in their relationship. This story was touching and just showed how important it is for younger kids to have older positive role models in their lives. Overall, I learned a lot by doing my volunteer service with World Mission. The experience especially externalized the idea of not only living for yourself but to also help others. 

