A QUARTERLY UPDATE FROM TEAMS FOR MEDICAL MISSIONS

VITAL SIGNS
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READY TO GO WHERE THE GOSPEL ISN’T? Ray Shive

A current Bible college advertisement asks a good question — and not just for college kids:
Will the next generation be willing to leave the comfort zone of lattes, malls, and TV to go where the Gospel isn’t?

A big reason for the decline in missionary interest and availability is that things — even noble and commendable things —
distract us from obedience. In the process, our job becomes another’s.

We say: “The world will never be reached in absentia. Sooner or later, someone has to go.”
But instead, we hear . ..
Maybe when my children are grown
| need to save for their college bills
My elderly parents need me
It might be when | retire
| think | make a better sender
¢ | want to be close to my grandchildren
Some might be good reasons, but none are good excuses. There is a difference!

Missionary J.O. Fraser credits these words for his commitment to the people of Burma: “If our Master returned today to
find millions of people unevangelized and looked, as of course He would look, to us for an explanation, | cannot imagine
what explanation we should be able to give. Of one thing | am certain - that most of the excuses we are accustomed to
make with such good conscience now, we should be wholly ashamed of then.”

| am sure that there are people here who know that God wants them in Jamaica — or elsewhere. This means many
missed opportunities for the Gospel. Pray about this and when you do, please include yourself.

Ask yourself: Am | ready to go . . . where the Gospel isn’t?

If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his lattes, malls, TV, yes, and his own life,
he cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26 very freely paraphrased)

WHAT IF WE WEREN’T HERE? - RECENT NEWS FROM JAMAICA

From the Nichols

¢ A baby’s life is saved — If started with an emergency phone call: “Hurry, the baby is
choking.” It ended hours later after a heart-shaped pencil sharpener was surgically
removed from her windpipe. In between was a harrowing ride to the hospital — courtesy of
Harold — and several things that no one in Jamaica takes for granted: immediate care, an
available trauma team, a waiting ambulance to take the baby to another hospital, praying
nurses. How wonderful that a few days later, little Brianna was safely home!

More wonderful though is the fact that through this Brianna’s mother and grandmother [ s
came to Christ. We were able to freely share the Gospel and the Holy Spirit helped them Brianna and her mot
respond.

We are thankful to were here to see God'’s love reach right into our neighborhood. To God be the glory!

¢ Believers are growing — Mr. Roy Richards [mentioned in the last Vital Signs issue]
continues to grow in the Lord. On May 25th he was baptized. It is so good to be here to
see him and his family, as well as other new believers, faithful in attending church.
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e Young people are responding — At a recent Teen Club meeting it seemed that the
Lord gave me unusual freedom in teaching our lesson on prayer. | finished up with the
most important prayer — the sinner’s prayer. | asked if there was anyone who felt God
calling them to that prayer. Their faces were the most sincere we have seen and all
raised their hands. No hype, no talking, no looking around. Harold explained salvation
l and then asked again if any would like to pray that prayer. They all did. After they prayed
a3 | some were weeping quietly — even boys.

Roy Richards at his baptism  This was one of the most powerful evenings in our lives. We believe that God is moving
in this youth group and through this community. We are so glad we are here.

ANOTHER GREAT J-TEAM

The May J-Team hailed from five states and one foreign country — one
b 4 . |of the Bible teachers was from Malaysia, studying at Purdue University.
¥ ¢ e |* A small house was built for Grace MacDonald and her son. Grace
o Nl ===% has severe diabetes and is an amputee. She was hospitalized during
| the time her house was built but was able to attend the dedication.

¥ o In one of the schools, the Bible teachers were invited to spend extra
%1 time in the classrooms after the usual all-school devotions.

e In the clinics there were good conversations and some clear
§ spiritual progress. The doctors again saw many improved physical
conditions and were able to intervene in potentially serious situations.

Healing the Body ~ Making Disciples ~ Strengthening the Church



WE CAN Do THis!

Breinigsville (Pa.) Bible Baptist Church. When they learned of the $650 needed for
2500 booklets for Jamaica school kids, they said, “We can do this!” The Story of
“|Jesus is a full-color story booklet that combines Scripture with enjoyable learning
| activities. These will help form the curriculum for TEAMS’ Bible teaching in the
/| schools from November 2008 through May 2009.

Karen and Ray Zitzer have sixteen children in their Sunday School class at
- g L :

| $650 is a lot of money — some would say an
L4 d impossible amount for just kids (no parents). But &
Some of the class they planned and worked, and by the middle of |
June raised over $850 — that's $200 more tha
was needed! One boy made a big jar for contributions. The class held two yard sales. |
One girl washed windows and got $25. Three of the kids collected pledges for a six-
hour Frisbee Toss Marathon. And there were other projects.

It's amazing what we can do when we don’t know that it's impossible.

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

Electronic Funds Transfer is an electronic monthly debit from your check- [§&

You can support ing or savings account. If you give the same amount each month to the [
same missionaries or projects, this method could be for you.
Electronic Funds Transfer is free and it is easily set up. The process is
Efficient| explained at our www.T4mm.org website and you can contact us by email
y or phone. We will send you an explanatory brochure with a simple authori-

Effectively zation agreement to fill out. Once started, EFT is automatic and requires no
. further time, effort, or even postage! It is taken care of even if you are away.
Electronically

EFT has many advantages. We are pleased to be able to offer it.

A GooD PROBLEM ToO HAVE

We used to worry that we might not find enough people for the J-Teams. But TEAMS for Medical Missions has grown so
that we now have more people who want to be J-Teamers than we can sometimes fit into quarterly teams. Since we
cannot increase the number of J-Teams, we have adopted new registration guidelines. See our website for details or
contact us directly to see how we might still work together.

HEARTBEAT

Here is a J-Teamer’s testimony of the widespread impact of just one person’s obedience:

Ray Shive, Director

| was recently asked to speak to a group of women at a spiritual retreat weekend. The talk was entitled
"Changing Our World." It dealt with our responsibility as followers of Christ to make an impact on our
world by showing compassion and grace to all those we meet. While preparing for this talk, God began
revealing what a difference TEAMS has made in my life and in my church.

Recognizing and being obedient to the call to be a part of the August 2003 J-Team was agonizing for
me. | fought Him every step of the way! But how unbelievably He has blessed that obedience, not only in personal
growth, but in a reawakening of our church. We had become very self-centered and insulated in our own little patch of
geography. We were giving money to "mission” and "outreach" but were not personally involved. It was so very easy to
write a check and be done with it.

When | was called to Jamaica five years ago, that began to change. It was as if people began to say, "If Susie can do it
maybe | can too." Since that first trip, our church has sent 13 different individuals on 27 mission trips. Our brick walls
have become like a sieve with our congregation pouring out into our community, and much further.
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