Project Log/Journal

In writing we capture a thought. We create order from fleeting metaphor, document meaning found in the world around us…We take something from inside ourselves and we set it out… (Wolf, 1989)

Keeping a journal is a humbling process. You rely on your senses, your impressions…It is a learning process in which you are the learner and the one who teaches.  (Holly 1991)

To some extent, we sense some meaning in each event as we live it. Much of the time, our response is so routine that the event adds little or nothing to our sense of our lives. Some events, though, carry a feeling of special meaning…Keeping a journal is another way in which we may grasp a fuller meaning in these events....(Cell, 1984)            


  (all quoted by Jennifer Moon, 1999)
You will keep a project log/ journal that captures the planning (what will you do), implementation (what you are doing), and informal evaluation (how is it going) stages of this work. This journal is a vehicle for reflection and provides you a record for further analysis and reflection for your final paper.  Its purpose is to provide a place to document steps taken, capture your questions and thinking, as well as make connections to concepts and theories in the literature. The journal should be ongoing, kept throughout the duration of the project. 

The journal is intended to help create a map of the project progression, capturing your insights on both its content and process. This is the place for thoughts and comments that are in the formative stages and might not find expression elsewhere in more formal or finished papers. Previous students have described using their project journals as a “mind dump” where thoughts and ideas and insights finally come to the fore. 

Log progress (and regress!) on your project. Use it to record ideas, questions, concerns, plans, frustrations, insights and realizations. Entries should be dated. Each day you work on your project, spend at least 10 minutes recording the specific work you have undertaken. For instance, what individuals have you contacted, what do you plan to do next, what obstacles are coming up, what have you produced or completed. This can help ground your more freeform thinking.

You should also include entries that reflect on how your work is proceeding and connections you are making to the certificate program content. For example, what course readings and other materials have influenced your thinking or are becoming more relevant, what you have found puzzling, what ways have your initial ideas or assumptions have shifted?  There are questions in the syllabus and provided in class to help prompt reflection.

Two entries will be responses to question prompts and shared with the class—all other entries are directly shared only between the student, the project mentor and the instructor. We will be using the journal and discussion functions on the class webpage. Criteria for assessment will be confirmed in class. Ongoing, final due date: July 17th 
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