GRAD CORE:  Rubric for Final Research Paper

	
	A
	B
	C
	NG (no grade) 

	Citations, References, Cover Page, Headings
	uses correct format
	uses correct format with no more than an occasional error
	attempts to use correct format but has more than the occasional error
	little or no attempt to use correct format

	Paper & Thesis Statement
	effectively addresses topic and task;

clearly defined and interesting thesis, 
	addresses topic and task well;
discernible thesis
	addresses topic and task; thesis may not be discernible
	inadequately or fails to address topic and task; thesis not discernible

	Organization & Development
	well done, w/ clearly appropriate explanations, examples & details; well-cited
	mostly well done, w/ appropriate explanations, examples & details; well-cited
	not well organized w/ appropriate section headings, not well developed or explanations, examples & details not well-cited
	limited to inadequate development (< 5 pages), little to no details, irrelevant specifics, doesn’t respond to task

	Unity, Progression,  & Cohesion
	YES, w/ appropriate section headings clearly related to thesis statement & linked by strong transitions
	YES, w/ clear relation to thesis statement, but some redundancy, digression, or unclear connections
	YES, but connection of ideas to each other and/or to thesis sometimes obscured
	inadequate organization and connection of ideas with little or no attempt at citation

	Language
	consistent ability, varied grammar, good word choice & idioms, with minor word or grammar errors
	ability, varied grammar and range of vocab, some obvious minor errors in structure, word form, or idioms; don’t interfere with meaning
	inconsistent ability in sentences and word choices; not clear and sometimes blocks meaning; accurate but limited range of grammar structure and vocab
	D:  obviously wrong choice of words/word forms; accumulation of errors in grammar

F:  serious and frequent errors in vocab, grammar, or usage

	Paraphrases 

& Quotes
	correct, no plagiarism, no more than 5% direct quotes
	ok, no plagiarism, no more than 5% direct quotes
	not correct, didn’t intend to plagiarize, more than 5% direct quotes
	not correct, more than 20% direct quotes, clearly plagiarized

	Other
	
	
	
	not submitted by designated deadline


