RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC (based on TOEFL iBT independent writing rubric)
A

A paper at this level largely accomplishes all of the following:

- uses correct format for citations, references, cover page and headings

- effectively addresses the topic and task with a clearly defined and interesting thesis statement

-is well organized and well developed, using clearly appropriate explanations, exemplifications and details which are appropriately cited 

- displays unity, progression and coherence with appropriately headed sections clearly related to the thesis statement and linked by strong transitions

- displays consistent facility in the use of language, demonstrating syntactic variety, appropriate word choice and idiomaticity, though it may have minor lexical or grammatical errors

- correctly paraphrases source material without plagiarism and with no more than 5% in direct quotes

B
A paper at this level largely accomplishes all of the following:

- uses correct format for citations, references, cover page and headings with no more than an occasional error

- addresses the topic and task well, with a discernible thesis statement
- is generally well organized and well developed, using appropriate explanations, exemplifications and details which are appropriately cited

- displays unity, progression and coherence with clear relation to thesis statement, though it may contain occasional redundancy, digression or unclear connections

- displays facility in the use of language, demonstrating syntactic variety and range of vocabulary, though it will probably have occasional noticeable minor errors in structure, word form, or use of idiomatic language that do not interfere with meaning
 - paraphrases source material without plagiarism and with no more than 5% in direct quotes

C
A paper at this level is marked by one or more of the following:

- attempts to use correct format for citations, references, cover page and headings, but has more than the occasional error
- addresses the topic and task, but may be lacking a discernible thesis

- may not be very well organized with appropriately headed sections, or may not be well developed, or explanations, exemplifications and details may not be appropriately cited
- displays unity, progression and coherence, though connection of ideas to each other and/or to the paper’s thesis may be occasionally obscured

- may demonstrate inconsistent facility in sentence formation and word choice that may result in lack of clarity and occasionally obscure meaning;  may display accurate but limited range of syntactic structures and vocabulary

- may fail to correctly paraphrase source material although there is no apparent conscious attempt to plagiarize, or may have more than 5% in direct quotes

NG+
A paper at this level may reveal one or more of the following weaknesses:
- makes little or no attempt to use correct format for citations, references, cover page and headings

- inadequately addresses the topic and task and has no discernible thesis

- displays limited development
- has  inadequate organization or connection of ideas with little or no attempt at citation

- has a noticeably inappropriate choice of words or word forms; an accumulation of errors in sentence structure and/or usage

- fails to correctly paraphrase source material, or has more than 20% direct quotes

NG – 
A paper at this level is seriously flawed by one or more of the following weaknesses:
- makes no attempt to use correct format for citations, references, cover page and headings

- fails to address the topic and task and has no discernible thesis

- is inadequately developed (less than 5 pages in length) with little or no detail, or with irrelevant specifics or questionable responsiveness to the task
- has inadequate organization or connection of ideas and no attempt at citation

- has serious and frequent errors in vocabulary sentence structure, or usage

- is clearly plagiarized

- final draft is not submitted by designated deadline
