RESEARCH PAPER REQUIREMENTS (Grad Core)
· write a short research paper on a topic related to your desired master’s program
· format: 8-10 pages, double spaced, typed (in 12 point font with 1-inch margins)
· cover page at the front and a references page at the end (in addition to 8-10 pages)
· use at least 5 sources, cited in the text and referenced in the references
· use a variety of sources such as (e-) books, (e-) journals, data sources, internet

· use any standard writing systems, but I strongly prefer and suggest APA
· complete all stages mentioned below and hand them in on Saturday morning by 9 AM

· Points will be deducted from your grade for late assignment submissions

· ok to submit a paper that is also required by an academic course you’re currently taking, but you may not submit a paper that you have previously submitted 
· final paper due at the end of Week 13

WEEK NINE (March 21-25)
Find a topic and narrow it down to one on which you will be able to write a paper of the appropriate length. You may want to use a variety of brainstorming techniques (free-writing, mapping, listing to help you choose an appropriate topic). Do some initial research to ensure that your topic is feasible. Hand in a paragraph informing me what you think you will be writing about in your paper.  

WEEK TEN (March 28-April 1)
Do extensive research, and take notes on note cards or in a computer file. Each card, or page on the computer, should have the title of the article, the journal or book, the author, the date, and the page number. On the other side of the card, or on the same page of your computer file, write a paraphrase of the point you are interested in. Write a different card, or page, for each point even if they are from the same article. Hand in an outline of what you plan to write and the sources you plan to use so far.  

WEEK ELEVEN (April 4-8)
Continue to do more research and note-taking and refine your outline. Write a rough first draft (it doesn't have to be complete or typed) and hand it in. 

WEEK TWELVE (April 11-15)
Write your second draft (typed) and hand it in.  

WEEK THIRTEEN (April 18-22)
Write your third and final draft. Do the cover page and references. Hand in the finished product. 

WEEK FOURTEEN (April 25-29)
Create PowerPoint slides (for a speech of 8-10 minutes long) of your research paper to present to the class. Hand in copy of Power Point presentation. 


WEEK FIFTEEN (May 2-6)
Give the PowerPoint Presentation to the class.  
