Expanded Goals Statement
Born into a family whose maternal lineage was from New England and whose paternal lineage was from rural coastal North Carolina, I was aware of and intrigued by dialectal differences from an early age.  My study of French in high school and Spanish in college demonstrated the importance of understanding second language learning. One of my high school French teachers used to tell us interesting trivia about how words evolved over time in the French language.  Although I didn't realize it at the time, this is what later sparked my interest in linguistics.

At the College of William and Mary I discovered that I enjoyed the linguistics classes that I took and was fascinated with and challenged by learning more about the language which we speak everyday yet take for granted.  As a result, I decided to minor in Linguistics (there was no major program) and major in Cultural Anthropology, as language and culture are often intertwined.

After college I worked in Japan for three years, the first year doing office work for a Japanese property management company, and the other two years teaching English to Japanese children and adults.  During those two years, living with various Japanese homestay families gave me the opportunity to surround myself with the Japanese language and culture even more.  I deeply appreciated those who were patient with me, who allowed me to express myself as I learned the language, and who took the time to answer my questions.

As a result, I have a special place in my heart for nonnative speakers in the US who are grappling with learning the English language and American customs. Currently, I am teaching a weekly ESL class of Japanese women in Rockville, MD.  My desire is to assist such individuals by helping them improve their English skills, adapt to daily life, and understand more about American culture.  I look forward to equipping myself further to do this by completing the TESL certificate in December 1997 and entering the MA in Linguistics program in Spring 1998.
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