My campaign is based on concepts as easy as the A B Cs.

Accountability
    Behavior
Curriculum
The third concept in my campaign is Curriculum.  It is the bottom line.  We can have great accountability and orderly classrooms, but if we do not provide the right curriculum, children will not learn the skills that they need to achieve their dreams.  Those skills must start with the basics.  My civil engineering degree at Duke University taught me that when you build anything, you should start with a firm foundation.  The foundations of education have not changed from ages past.  They are still reading, writing and arithmetic.  With these basic skills, one can learn almost anything.  Without them, a student faces an almost insurmountable barrier.

Reading is made up of five skills. They are phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.  The whole language fad, that has plagued the Fairfax County Public Schools for years, skips past the development of phonics skills, which is a crucial element in developing fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.  The schools are teaching the sounds associated with the letters and letter combinations in kindergarten.  They just are not teaching children to read using phonics.  While the students learn their letter-to-sound relationships, they are then taught to read using whole language.  Using the sounds of the letters to “decode” a word is a fundamental requirement in being able to read.  It is even more critical for those students who are learning English as a second language. 

In a forum on standards and accountability that I helped coordinate, a GMU law professor recounted how he frequently had to inform 3rd year law students that they have very poor writing skills despite their near perfect grades in English throughout their entire academic career.  Edu-fads like not correcting spelling, not emphasizing grammar and allowing creative writing that actually encourages creative spelling & grammar have left us with over a decade of poor writers.  I see it in the work place in resumes and the papers of younger employees.  This is a trend that must be reversed.  The ability to write well is critical to opening the doors that lead to the dreams of our youth.  Capturing your thoughts and supporting them logically and articulately in writing is a building block to critical thinking skills.

Basic math skills are to complex math and the sciences what phonics is to reading and the humanities.  Without an understanding of the basics in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, it is very difficult to grasp the higher mathematics of algebra, geometry and calculus.  Without these skills the doors to science, engineering and computer programming are barred.  The amazing accomplishments of our military in recent operations in Afghanistan and Iraq are due in part to the advanced technology that our nation has developed.  We are seeing a shortage of engineers and scientists coming from our universities that will make it difficult for us to maintain our technological advantage.  Some researchers traced it back to a lack of students entering algebra in middle school.  In order to increase the number of students in algebra, they developed a curriculum that was more appealing and less threatening.  They did it by removing the math.  Consequently, since the students were getting credit for an algebra course with little more than a math appreciation course, they had to develop science, chemistry and physics curricula that were light on mathematics.  A high school physics teacher told me that he has to supplement his textbooks with the mathematical elements of the course.  Students are failing to take higher math because they find it difficult.  The solution is not to make the class easier, but to prepare the students in the early grades so that they can succeed in the advanced courses.  We need to ensure that children know their multiplication tables before being allowed to use a calculator.  We need to ensure that elementary teachers understand math and have the curricula and tools to be able to provide students with the math fundamentals and the ability to build on those fundamentals.  


People have different learning styles.  Some learn by hearing, others by seeing, and others by doing.  Some students are very linear in their thinking and learning, and some are random.  It takes the skill of a teacher to recognize what is the best way to reach a child, to know which curricula or tools will best fit a child's needs.  Teachers need to be trained in the different learning styles and in how to best teach children with those different learning styles.  They also must have a varied tool set that provides what is needed to address the various learning styles.  One teaching method does not fit all.


By providing the basics in reading alone, a past president of the Fairfax County Federation of Teachers estimate that over 100 classrooms could be made available by the reduction in the number of children in special education.  Other school districts in much less affluent locations have reduced their special education roles from 30% of the population to 5%.  I believe that many children designated LD in Fairfax County are not learning disabled.  They are curriculum casualties.  Educational fads like whole language, creative spelling, condemning all forms of memorization, group learning and too much emphasis on self esteem have resulted in curriculum casualties across the spectrum.  Even those children who have learned to read often do not read well, do not comprehend well and do not enjoy reading.  We must get back to the basics.

With your help and your vote for the Fairfax County School Board At-Large, I will continue to provide the leadership to emphasize the basics and to not move children along before they have the skills for the next grade level.  I will continue to work hard to ensure that teachers receive the curriculum and tools needed to provide the children the skills they need to seek the endeavors of their hearts.  Thank you for your time and your consideration.  

























