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Easter is one of the biggest holidays in America.
The federal government takes a day off from
work, churches have special programs and
drama/choral productions, and people get together
with their families and friends for a celebration
dinner.

Unfortunately, like Christmas, Easter has become
commercialized, and many Americans don’t really
even know what the true meaning of Easter is.

It’s not about bunnies and eggs and candy and
new clothes and shoes. It is about Jesus Christ,
who is the Savior of the world.

Remember last month’s story of how the prophet
Moses saved the Jews from Pharaoh? When
Moses and the Jews sacrificed lambs and put the
lambs’ blood on the doorposts of their houses, the
Lord saw the blood and “passed over” their
houses and didn’t go in and kill their firstborn

©

sons. That’s why it’s called the “Passover”. The
lamb that was sacrificed (and eaten) by each
Jewish family was called the Passover lamb.

John was a prophet and a baptizer. He introduced
Jesus to the people as “the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)

Easter is the fulfillment of the Passover because
Jesus — a perfect person who never sinned —
became the Passover Lamb, the sacrifice for the
whole world. You can read the true Easter story
on page 3.

Why is Easter so important? It’s important
because Easter — the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus — is the core foundation that
our Christian faith is built on. Why? Two
reasons:

(1) If Jesus didn’t die as the perfect sacrificial
lamb for our sins, then we would still be doing
animal sacrifices. The blood of bulls and sheep
does not take away sin. But because God told the
people to obey him by sacrificing animals, then
because of their faith and obedience, God forgave
their sins. However, the blood of a perfect
sacrifice — that of a man who never sinned — does
take away our sin if we accept his sacrifice instead
of choosing to die for our own sins. That sinless
man is Jesus.

(2) If Jesus wasn’t resurrected after his death, then
Christianity would be like all the other religions in
the world whose great prophets are dead. But by
the power of God, Jesus was raised to life on the
third day and is alive. Now that’s exciting!

Salvation from our sins is like a gift. If you give
me a gift but I never open it and accept it, then
what good does it do me? I’ll never know what’s
inside and I’ll never enjoy it. However, if [ open
and accept the gift that you give me, then it
becomes mine. The same is true with this gift of
God which is the salvation from our sins. He has
given us the gift — through sacrificing Jesus as the
perfect Passover Lamb on the cross. But until we
accept the gift, it doesn’t belong to us.

Happy Easter!
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What is True Freedom?

When a country is free, it gives freedom to its
citizens in their speech, their writings, their
organized gatherings, and their religion.

Freedom of speech and freedom of the press
includes the right to speak kindly of others and the
right to be critical of others, even to be critical of
the leaders, like the president. Because every leader
has been appointed by God, it’s important for us to
honor the leaders when we speak and write.
Freedom isn’t free if people act irresponsibly.

Freedom of organized gatherings includes the right
to throw a party, start a new business or
organization or church, or participate in a protest
where people make signs and speeches to express
their disapproval of something or someone.

Freedom of religion allows people to worship
however they want and to change from one religion
to another if they want to without the fear of being
hurt or killed.

God holds the religious leaders responsible for
teaching the truth about him. Those leaders are
usually very influential in their societies because
they teach people about God. Usually people
believe what religious leaders tell them because the
leaders are the teachers and are the ones who have
studied the books.

As you see in the story on page 3, it was the
religious leaders who arrested Jesus and sentenced
him to death. They hated him because he exposed
their hypocrisy. They taught the people to live one
way, but they didn’t follow their own teachings.
God hates hypocrisy!

God gave the religious leaders leadership like the
prophet Moses once had. (Essentially, God spoke to
Moses and Moses told the people what God had
said.) And the people knew that they should obey
the religious leaders and follow their instructions.
But if the religious leaders don’t teach the truth
about God ... or if they teach truth but don’t obey it
themselves ... then there are problems.

Before Jesus was arrested by the religious leaders,
he said this to them (Matthew 23:23-26):

Woe to you, experts in the law and you
Pharisees, hypocrites! You give a tenth of
mint, dill, and cumin, yet you neglect what is
more important in the law — justice, mercy,
and faithfulness! You should have done
these things without neglecting the others.
Blind guides! You strain out a gnat yet
swallow a camel!

Woe to you, experts in the law and you
Pharisees, hypocrites! You clean the outside
of the cup and the dish, but inside they are
full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so
that the outside may become clean too!

As you grow in your political freedom, be careful to
give your citizens true, unhypocritical teaching
about God. Also, allow your citizens to choose for
themselves how they will worship God. Individual
people — not the country as a whole — are responsible
to choose to obey the truth. Fathers cannot make
that decision for their children. Religious leaders
cannot make that decision for others, either.

Be like the criminal who hung on a cross next to
Jesus. Before he died, he chose truth. He chose
life. He chose freedom.

D

and gives life to the world. ...
who comes to me will never go hungry, and the one who
believes in me will never be thirsty.

For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven
| am the bread of life. The one

— Jesus

/
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Easter

The Story of the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus the Messiah

Now the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, which is called the
Passover, was approaching. The
chief priests and the experts in the
law were trying to find some way
to execute Jesus, for they were
afraid of the people.

Then Satan entered Judas, the one
called Iscariot, who was one of
the twelve. He went away and
discussed with the chief priests
and officers of the temple guard
how he might betray Jesus,
handing him over to them. They
were delighted and arranged to
give him money. So Judas agreed
and began looking for an
opportunity to betray Jesus when
no crowd was present.

The Passover

Then the day for the feast of
Unleavened Bread came, on
which the Passover lamb had to
be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter
and John, saying, “Go and
prepare the Passover for us to
eat.” They said to him, “Where
do you want us to prepare it?” He
said to them, “Listen, when you
have entered the city, a man
carrying a jar of water will meet
you. Follow him into the house
that he enters, and tell the owner
of the house, ‘The Teacher says
to you, “Where is the guest room
where I may eat the Passover with
my disciples?””” Then he will
show you a large furnished room
upstairs. Make preparations
there.” So they went and found
things just as he had told them,
and they prepared the Passover.

The Lord’s Supper

Now when the hour came, Jesus
took his place at the table and the
apostles joined him. And he said
to them, “I have earnestly desired
to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer. For I tell you, I
will not eat it again until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
Then he took a cup, and after
giving thanks he said, “Take this
and divide it among yourselves.
For I tell you that from now on I
will not drink of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” Then he took bread, and
after giving thanks he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is
my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
And in the same way he took the
cup after they had eaten, saying,
“This cup that is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my
blood.

“But look, the hand of the one
who betrays me is with me on the
table. For the Son of Man is to go
just as it has been determined, but
woe to that man by whom he is
betrayed!” So they began to
question one another as to which
of them it could possibly be who
would do this.

On the Mount of Olives

Then Jesus went out and made his
way, as he customarily did, to the
Mount of Olives, and the
disciples followed him. When he
came to the place, he said to
them, “Pray that you will not fall
into temptation.” He went away
from them about a stone’s throw,
knelt down, and prayed, “Father,
if you are willing, take this cup
away from me. Yet not my will
but yours be done.” [Then an
angel from heaven appeared to
him and strengthened him. And

in his anguish he prayed more
earnestly, and his sweat was like
drops of blood falling to the
ground.] When he got up from
prayer, he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping,
exhausted from grief. So he said
to them, “Why are you sleeping?
Get up and pray that you will not
fall into temptation!”

Betrayal and Arrest

While he was still speaking,
suddenly a crowd appeared, and
the man named Judas, one of the
twelve, was leading them. He
walked up to Jesus to kiss him.
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But Jesus said to him, “Judas,
would you betray the Son of Man
with a kiss?” When those who
were around him saw what was
about to happen, they said, “Lord,
should we use our swords?”” Then
one of them struck the high priest’s
slave, cutting off his right ear. But
Jesus said, “Enough of this!” And
he touched the man’s ear and
healed him. Then Jesus said to the
chief priests, the officers of the
temple guard, and the elders who
had come out to get him, “Have
you come out with swords and
clubs like you would against an
outlaw? Day after day when I was
with you in the temple courts, you
did not arrest me. But this is your
hour, and that of the power of
darkness!”

Jesus’ Condemnation

Then they arrested Jesus, led him
away, and brought him into the
high priest’s house. Now the men
who were holding Jesus under
guard began to mock him and beat
him. They blindfolded him and
asked him repeatedly, “Prophesy!
Who hit you?” They also said
many other things against him,
reviling him.

When day came, the council of the
elders of the people gathered
together, both the chief priests and
the experts in the law. Then they
led Jesus away to their council and
said, “If you are the Christ, tell us.”

But he said to them, “If I tell you,
you will not believe, and if I ask
you, you will not answer. But from
now on the Son of Man will be
seated at the right hand of the
power of God.” So they all said,
“Are you the Son of God, then?”
He answered them, “You say that |
am.” Then they said, “Why do we
need further testimony? We have
heard it ourselves from his own
lips!”

Jesus Brought Before Pilate

Then the whole group of them rose
up and brought Jesus before Pilate.

They began to accuse him, saying,
“We found this man subverting our
nation, forbidding us to pay the
tribute tax to Caesar and claiming
that he himself is Christ, a king.”
So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the
king of the Jews?” He replied,
“You say so.” Then Pilate said to
the chief priests and the crowds, “I
find no basis for an accusation
against this man.” But they
persisted in saying, “He incites the
people by teaching throughout all
Judea. It started in Galilee and
ended up here!”

Jesus Brought Before the
Crowd

Then Pilate called together the
chief priests, the rulers, and the
people, and said to them, “You
brought me this man as one who
was misleading the people. When I
examined him before you, I did not

find this man guilty of anything
you accused him of doing. Neither
did Herod, for he sent him back to
us. Look, he has done nothing
deserving death. I will therefore
have him flogged and release him.”

But they all shouted out together,
“Take this man away! Release
Barabbas for us!” (This was a man
who had been thrown into prison
for an insurrection started in the
city, and for murder.) Pilate
addressed them once again because
he wanted to release Jesus. But
they kept on shouting, “Crucity,
crucify him!” A third time he said
to them, “Why? What wrong has
he done? I have found him guilty
of no crime deserving death. I will
therefore flog him and release
him.” But they were insistent,
demanding with loud shouts that he
be crucified. And their shouts
prevailed. So Pilate decided that
their demand should be granted.
He released the man they asked for,
who had been thrown in prison for
insurrection and murder. But he
handed Jesus over to their will.

The Crucifixion

As they led him away, they seized
Simon of Cyrene, who was coming
in from the country. They placed
the cross on his back and made him
carry it behind Jesus. A great
number of the people followed
him, among them women who
were mourning and wailing for
him. But Jesus turned to them and
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children.
For this is certain: The days are
coming when they will say,
‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs
that never bore children, and the
breasts that never nursed!” Then
they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us!” and to the
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hills, ‘Cover us!” For if such things
are done when the wood is green,
what will happen when it is dry?”

Two other criminals were also led
away to be executed with him. So
when they came to the place that is
called “The Skull,” they crucified
him there, along with the criminals,
one on his right and one on his left.
[But Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they don’t know what
they are doing.”] Then they threw
dice to divide his clothes. The
people also stood there watching,
but the rulers ridiculed him, saying,
“He saved others. Let him save
himself if he is the Christ of God,
his chosen one!” The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine, and
saying, “If you are the king of the
Jews, save yourself!” There was
also an inscription over him, “This
is the king of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who was
hanging there railed at him, saying,
“Aren’t you the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you
fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation?
And we rightly so, for we are
getting what we deserve for what
we did, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you
come in your kingdom.” And
Jesus said to him, “I tell you the
truth, today you will be with me in
paradise.”

It was now about noon, and
darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon,
because the sun’s light failed. The
temple curtain was torn in two.
Then Jesus, calling out with a loud
voice, said, “Father, into your
hands I commit my spirit!” And
after he said this he breathed his
last.

Now when the centurion saw what
had happened, he praised God and
said, “Certainly this man was
innocent!” And all the crowds that
had assembled for this spectacle,
when they saw what had taken
place, returned home beating their
breasts. And all those who knew
Jesus stood at a distance, and the
women who had followed him
from Galilee saw these things.

Jesus’ Burial

Now there was a man named
Joseph who was a member of the
council, a good and righteous man.
(He had not consented to their plan
and action.) He was from the
Judean town of Arimathea, and was
looking forward to the kingdom of
God. He went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. Then he
took it down, wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and placed it in a tomb cut
out of the rock, where no one had
yet been buried. It was the day of
preparation and the Sabbath was
beginning. The women who had
accompanied Jesus from Galilee
followed, and they saw the tomb
and how his body was laid in it.
Then they returned and prepared
aromatic spices and perfumes.

On the Sabbath they rested
according to the commandment.

The Resurrection

Now on the first day of the week,
at early dawn, the women went to
the tomb, taking the aromatic
spices they had prepared. They
found that the stone had been rolled
away from the tomb, but when
they went in, they did not find the
body of the Lord Jesus. While they
were perplexed about this,
suddenly two men stood beside
them in dazzling attire. The
women were terribly frightened
and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them,

“Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here,
but has been raised! Remember
how he told you, while he was still
in Galilee, that the Son of Man
must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, and be crucified, and
on the third day rise again.” Then
the women remembered his words,
and when they returned from the
tomb they told all these things to
the eleven and to all the rest. Now
it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the
other women with them who told
these things to the apostles. But
these words seemed like pure
nonsense to them, and they did not
believe them. But Peter got up and
ran to the tomb. He bent down and
saw only the strips of linen cloth;
then he went home, wondering
what had happened.
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Jesus Walks the Road to
Emmaus

Now that very day two of them
were on their way to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem. They were talking
to each other about all the things
that had happened. While they
were talking and debating these
things, Jesus himself approached
and began to accompany them (but
their eyes were kept from
recognizing him). Then he said to
them, “What are these matters you
are discussing so intently as you
walk along?” And they stood still,
looking sad. Then one of them,
named Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who doesn’t know the
things that have happened there in
these days?” He said to them,
“What things?” “The things
concerning Jesus the Nazarene,”
they replied, “a man who, with his
powerful deeds and words, proved
to be a prophet before God and all
the people; and how our chief
priests and rulers handed him over
to be condemned to death, and
crucified him. But we had hoped
that he was the one who was going
to redeem Israel. Not only this, but
it is now the third day since these
things happened. Furthermore,
some women of our group amazed
us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not
find his body, they came back and
said they had seen a vision of
angels, who said he was alive.
Then some of those who were with
us went to the tomb, and found it
just as the women had said, but
they did not see him.” So he said
to them, “You foolish people —
how slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken!
Wasn'’t it necessary for the Christ
to suffer these things and enter into
his glory?” Then beginning with

Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things
written about himself in all the
scriptures.

So they approached the village
where they were going. He acted as
though he wanted to go farther, but
they urged him, “Stay with us,
because it is getting toward
evening and the day is almost
done.” So he went in to stay with
them.

When he had taken his place at the
table with them, he took the bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. At this point their eyes were
opened and they recognized him.
Then he vanished out of their sight.
They said to each other, “Didn’t
our hearts burn within us while he
was speaking with us on the road,
while he was explaining the
scriptures to us?” So they got up
that very hour and returned to
Jerusalem. They found the eleven
and those with them gathered
together and saying, “The Lord
has really risen, and has appeared
to Simon!” Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how
they recognized him when he broke
the bread.

Jesus Makes a Final
Appearance

While they were saying these
things, Jesus himself stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” But they were startled
and terrified, thinking they saw a
ghost. Then he said to them, “Why
are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Look
at my hands and my feet; it’s me!
Touch me and see; a ghost does not
have flesh and bones like you see I
have.” When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his
feet. And while they still could not

believe it (because of their joy) and
were amazed, he said to them, “Do
you have anything here to eat?” So
they gave him a piece of broiled
fish, and he took it and ate it in
front of them.

Jesus’ Final Commission

Then he said to them, “These are
my words that I spoke to you while
I was still with you, that everything
written about me in the law of
Moses and the prophets and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he
opened their minds so they could
understand the scriptures, and said
to them, “Thus it stands written
that the Christ would suffer and
would rise from the dead on the
third day, and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins would be
proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.
And look, I am sending you what
my Father promised. But stay in
the city until you have been clothed
with power from on high.”

Jesus’ Departure

Then Jesus led them out as far as

Bethany, and lifting up his hands,

he blessed them. Now during the

blessing he departed and was taken
Q

up into heaven. So they worshiped
him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, and were continually in
the temple courts blessing God.

- Luke 22:1-23, 39-54, 63-71;
23:1-5, 13-16, 18-56; 24:1-53
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Language Learning and Teaching

“Experience Stories” are language learning activities that you do with one or more people. You exercise your verbal
story-telling skills, writing skills, and reading skills with Experience Stories. This is a fun way to learn another

language!

This is how to do the Experience Stories:

/&\ Do something.

1. Choose an experience from the suggestions on
the next page or make one up.

2. Do the experience with your teacher or
student(s).

’ Talk.

3. Discuss and re-tell your experience. Ask,
“What did we do first? What happened next?”

5 Write.

4. Write the story down one sentence at a time.
If necessary, the language teacher can help the
student phrase the sentences correctly. Tell
your teacher, “I’m going to write it down.”

If you’re teaching a class of language
learners who don’t know how to write very
well, write the sentences on the board as your
students tell you what to write.

If you’re a language learner working with
a friend or teacher by yourself, write the story
down yourself.

5. As you write the story down, clarify anything
that you don’t understand. Say, “What was
that? I didn’t understand.”

[ggl Read. Correct mistakes.

6. When you’ve finished writing everything
down, the student should read the story back
to the teacher. Re-write anything that is
incorrect. Say, “I’m going to read it to you
again. Please tell me if I wrote something
wrong.”

/QS Write.

7. If the students have only read what the teacher
wrote, they should now copy the story onto
their their own paper.

lL!!I Read.

8. The student reads the story again out loud.
The teacher can correct their pronunciation.

9. The teacher calls out words in the story and
the student points to the words. The teacher
says, “Show me ‘yesterday’ [a word in the
story].” or “Where is ‘yesterday’?” The
student points to the word in the story.

A B C Spell.

10. When the student is not looking at the story,
the teacher calls out words from the story and
the student writes the words down for spelling
practice. After 5-10 words are written down,
the student checks his own work by comparing
the words to the words in the story. He should
re-write any words that he mispelled.

z
EJ Read. /QS Werite. '\ Talk.

11. The student reads the story to a classmate or
friend again. He can also copy the story again
for further writing practice. He can also re-tell
the story without reading it directly.
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Food

U Make tea or coffee. Drink it together.
U Have a meal together.

U Have a picnic with some friends.

U Make a sandwich or some cookies.

U Make a cake or fruit smoothy together.
U Plan a picnic.

U Set the table for a meal.

U Go to a restaurant for lunch.

U Go to a tea house or coffee shop.

Paper Things

U Draw, color, or paint pictures together.

U Play “Texminé Bike!” or another word game.

U Draw a family tree and write in everyone’s name.
U Make and fly paper airplanes.

U Circle special dates on a calendar; discuss.

U Put a picture sentence story together in sequence.
U Write a letter to a friend.

U Translate something into English or Kurdish.

Nature

U Take a walk.

U Pretend to administer first-aid to a wound.

U “Be” a doctor. Ask a “patient” about her illness.
U Go to a park or somewhere and take pictures.

U Plant some flowers or vegetables.

City Stuff

U Role play making a transaction at the bank.

U Role play exchanging money.

U Role play interviewing for a job.

U Role play taking a taxi.

U Return some clothes that are too small.

U Visit a Kurdish neighbor together.

U Go sightseeing. Take pictures.

U Visit a museum. Take pictures.

U Pretend to give someone a haircut.

U Look at a city map and figure out how to go to
several places.

U Look at a U.S.A. map and choose several cities to
visit. Decide which highways you will take.

U Attend a wedding or other dance together.

Clothes

U Organize clothes by season, size, color, etc.

U Put on a jacket, tennis shoes, etc. Take them off.

U Play a game - guess the price of the clothes.

O Ask an international friend to show you their
Kurdish party and holiday clothes.

Cleaning

U Do some housework together.

U Wash the dishes. Put them away.

U Help your friend do some spring cleaning.

U Change the oil in your car.

U Check the fluids in your car and tire air pressure.
O Vacuum your car and wash the windows.

O Wash your car.

Games

U Play musical chairs.

U Play “I spy”.

U Play a card game or a board game.

U Do charades. Act out occupations, stories, etc.
U Play soccer, volleyball, football, or another sport.
U Put a small puzzle together.

Shopping

0 Go to a garage sale together. Buy a few things.
QO Go grocery shopping.

U Go shopping for a housewarming or baby gift.
U Go to a farmer’s market.

U Go to a flea market.

U Go to a department store.

Crafts

U Make a craft item for a holiday (Valentines,
Easter eggs or baskets, Fourth of July banner,
Thanksgiving fruit basket, Christmas ornaments
or wreath).

Q Cut out an apron, skirt, dress, or pillow case.

U Make a pillow, pot holder, or blanket.

U Make a flower arrangement with real or silk
flowers.

U Make a bird feeder.

U Make a bookcase or a book shelf.

Q Make a toychest or a shelf for shoes.
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Alphabet

A,a Australia 1] Jordan S,s sunflower

B,b bicycle K,k kangaroo T,t tomato

C,c camel L,1 lemon U,u umbrella

D,d dress M, m monkey V,v van

F,f fox

G,g guard B@_ﬁ P,p  porcupine ‘ Y,y yawn 'b"’,_

H,H hotel

Q.q queen Z,7 1zebra

Ii  Iraq R,r  rope
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Jesus, the Savior

This etching in marble was made by Awat, Erbil 2007.
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